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The Seville Christian Democrat Manuel JU.uI52 Fernandez sent word to 
Indalecio PRIETO avout mid-March 1950 that he was mach more ovtini stic 
about the possibility of replacing General FRANCO then he had been six 
nonths before. French travelers returning from Spain relayed to the 
Socialist leader JINENEZ Fernandez’ admonition that prenarations should 
be made for any sudden contingency. 


JINGHEZ Fernandez strted thet he would always be a republican. Ee aatd 
that he had told his Monarchist contacts that if the Monarchy were to 
be inatalled throush an agreement with FRANCO, he would fight it, but 
thet if it came to mower through a vlebiscite, he would exact only two 
conditions: that there be freadom of the vress ani that a Democratic~ 
Christian minority be peruitted to function in the varliament with 
freedom to criticize and to initiate legislation, 


JItSchZ Fernandez revortedly asserted that the Socialist Party has fraat 
prestige because of the humanitarian and liberal principles for which 
PRIGTO stands, and is influential not only with the Socialist working 
class but also among laborers whom ho classified as C-tholic. 


The most difficult mission of the vovernnent which succeeds FRASCO, in 
JIMai< Fernandez’ opinion, will ve to exact just retrioution for 
crimes and abuses, esvecially for those whicn occurred in the post- 
Civil War oeriod. He believes thet strict justice must be modified 
for the sake of Keeping the veople calm, and thet a Christian Democrat 
rather then a Socirlist should ve charged with the unishwent of 
pro-FRAVCO ele:cnts. Such a nerson should be Dieenees to sacrifice 

his political future to this thankless tsk. Ji, NZZ Yernandez himself 
offered to make the sacrifice. 


PriBlO, cowmenting whet through intermittent indirect contacts with 
JIMGINZ Pernandez he ws aware of tne latter's vosition, stated that 
while he hiuself did not believe thes erbuns should go unounished, he 
favored @ generous policy toward former enewies. He felt thet it world 
ue wise for the courts to v~ostponn functioning on this matter until 
passions had had time to subside and the judges had acquired a sense 

of generosity and responsibility. 


y 
CLASSIFICATION ain PROL - U.S. OF*ICIALS OuLT 


NAVY 
AIR 


DISTRIBUT'ON 


No Change In Class, -f 22 
["] Deelassified 


Class, Changed Te: 

Auth.: HR 70-2 me fo 

Date: ae 296. 2 x. 
Approved For Release 2000/05/18 : CIA 


Approved For Release 2000/05/18 : CIA-RDP8&2-00457R004600660001 -2 


- 


SMCrer /comrRoL - U.S. OFFICIALS ONLY 
25X1X 
- CENTRAL INTHLLIGHNCE AGENCT =a 


a 


It was PEIETO'S opinion that the historic repuclican forces would disa pear 
from the political scene, leaving a3 vital factors only the Socialist labor 


group and the labor group which he called Cathclic. He believed that the 
leader of the second group ought to be JIMENEZ Fernandez. (PRIETO said 
that it was known in Spain that he, PRISTO, was not a Catholic, and that 
the Church would exert every effort to keep the Catholic labor group from 
coming under Socialist control.) Tae Republic or the Monarchy, whichever 
eventually should be established, siould function on this double labor 
pase, PRIETO advocated a process by stages from military government to 
military and civilian government, and finally to a civilian government 
composed of all political groups except Communists and Falangists. Such 
a government would conduct constituent alections. The Socialist leader 
said that he feared that a growing distllusionment among the people with 
regard to the Western powers would leave little desire for democratic 
formulae and would enable Communism to gain the support of large sections 
of the lancring class. 


fhe Socialist Party received 2 letter from the American CiO in early 
March, PRIRTO revealed, in which the Socialists were advised to make 
every effort to avoid any hostility with the Catholic masses in Spain 
and to try to gain their confidence and sympathy. PRIETC considered 
the American suggestion important. Socialist leaders subsequently met 
at PRIETO'S home and Pascual TOMAS, Secretary of the Unien General de 
Trabajadores, was appoiated to confer as soon 28 possible with Cardinal 
Archbishop SALIZGE of Toulouse, The Socialist leaders, feeling that 
the Socialist lsbcr masses were not educated tc such a move, agreed 
that the approach should be made quietly and at a high level. 


PRIETO'S French visitors commented that the obvious poverty of the 
Snanish neople vas far more shocking than it hed been when they 43. 
last visited Spein in October 1949, On the other hand, they reported, 
the people sesued to be more hopeful for a charge of regime, When 
asked who would replace FRANCO, the people usually replied, "ARANDA," 
(Major General Antonio ARANDA Mata.) The visitors received the 
impression that in spite of scant enthusiasm for ARANDA personally, 
the opinion was widely held that the General was the only person 
capable of overthrowing FRANCO, 
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